Your Name

Your Address

Your City, State & Zip

[image: image1..pict]
Date

Citizens Stamp Advisory Committee








Stamp Development

U.S. Postal Service

1735 North Lynn St., Suite 5013

Arlington, VA 22209-6432

Dear Members of the Citizens Stamp Advisory Committee:

Please approve the subject of Brain Cancer Awareness for commemoration on a U.S. postage stamp. Brain cancer patients have few advocates.  No celebrities represent them.  The famous that are stricken with this disease are gone too soon to take up the cause.  Consider the following facts:

· Only 30% of patients with a primary malignant brain tumor will survive five years.  

· Each year, about 10,000 Americans are diagnosed with glioblastoma multiforme, which is considered the deadliest of brain cancers. The median survival rate is 14.6 months. Of the patients diagnosed with a glioblastoma, less than 4% survive beyond five years.


· Brain tumors are the second most common cancer in children. They account for almost 25% of cancer deaths in children up to age 19. 

Brain cancer can strike anyone at any age.  By the time symptoms appear, it is often too late to offer much hope and treatment options are limited.  There needs to be an increase in awareness for brain cancer patients on a national level.  This patient population is severely under-funded.  Please help us bring brain cancer awareness to the forefront. 

Include a few paragraphs of a personal nature to explain how you or your friend or family member has been affected by brain cancer.  Discuss the limited treatments available; travel involved, quality of life and financial hardships that such an illness brings.  

Approval of an awareness stamp will mean a great deal to the brain cancer community and will hopefully lead to an increase in funding for both research and patient assistance.  

Sincerely,

Your Name

